Future Pathway and UCAS
Parent Information Evening

21st May 6pm -7pm

Mrs. Owen - Assistant Head - Head of Sixth Form
Mrs. Phillips — Careers Lead
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What is right for
your you?




What is UCAS?

350+ universities and
colleges:

4 in Northern Ireland
15 in Wales

18 in Scotland
316 in England

35,000+ courses available
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A UCAS application does not bind you to go \
universities.

We enCOllfag C On Results Day, you can decide to reject all your
Students to otfers and do something completely different.

maximise their Give yourself the widest number of options on

- Results Day.
O ortunities.
p p At this stage: Both UCAS and Apprenticeships, not

either UCAS or Apprenticeships.




Why higher education?
The power of a degree

With a degree, they’ll have:
Demonstrates high-level literacy

Ability to commit long-term and deliver

The opportunity to follow their career path

Better job prospects, as many employers target
graduates

Higher earning potential
Opportunities while studying:
Chance to study a subject they are passionate about.
Grow in confidence, make lifelong friends

They will gain independence and important life skills
that will widen their prospects.



You have 5 UCAS Choices.

That is 5 different courses. You cannot apply to more.

We do not advise you apply o university courses that require grades higher than your
Predicted Grades. You are very unlikely to get in, and then you have wasted an offer!

Most students apply to the same subject for each choice, but they can be different
subjects or allied-subjects e.g. geography and sustainability; finance and accounting

Remember you will write only one personal statement for all five choices. This means
that a personal statement will have to reflect both subjects.

We do not advise a student applying for more than two subjects in their 5 choices. It is
too much to handle within the personal statement.

EXAMPLE

Imperial - Mathematics and
Computer Science

KCL - Mathematics and
Computer Science

Durham University —
Computer Science

University of Exeter —
Computer Science

University of Leeds -
Computer Science




How to decide what
university course to take?

Passion and curiosity for the subject are paramount. But do consider:

What subject excites you most?

What lesson do | look forward to during the school day?

What can | imagine myself doing for five days in a week?

What books do | actually enjoy reading?

TASK to help you decide:

Pick a difficult book in that subject. Buy an old textbook in that subject. Read it for
a few days. Do you keep reading? Do you finish it? If not, why?

OR:
Does my heart sink when | think about doing a particular subject?




“I Other things to consider...

* Job prospects after university — e.g. graduate employability statistics.
* Does this degree maximise or limit my opportunities?
* Vocational requirements - some jobs require particular degrees, e.g. doctor.

« Competitiveness of course vs. university prestige - e.g. UCL with a less competitive course may be
better than not getting in with a harder degree (e.g History or Classics followed by Law conversion).

* Realistic possibility of getting the grades - applying to universities with grades far beyond
attainment will likely result in no offers

* Does the course require certain A-Levels, and do you have them?
* Do |l want a strict vocational route, or something broader and academic?
* Would you like to embed placements, study abroad, or work experience into your degree?.




How to choose the right universities for you?

University of

UCAS  owo =
opendays.com
. — ‘g - prs university and college open days Ke.nt
A - A A 3
u I I I I O X \ y
University open days P ovmnr  IR[Hwew  Sowmm MR N BUInap

5-Jul Open Day 12-Jun Open Day 7-Jun Open Day 18-Jun Open Day 14-Jun Open Day 14-Jun Open Day
Opendays.com - the university and college open day directory

What universities do you want to go to?

Now is a good time to enrol for

. . f?
* Does the university offer my course? e B

e Size of the university

.l _ Unifrog :
ocation https://www.unifrog.org/
. UCAS:
e Accommodation UGAS Open Days
OpenDays.com

e The prestige of the university
e The culture and history of the institution.

https://www.opendays.com/

|Go see some universities! Organise theseyourselves. |


https://www.unifrog.org/
https://www.ucas.com/applying/before-you-apply/what-and-where-to-study/university-open-days
https://www.opendays.com/

Pick the best c

urses below
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for you by ranking, filtering and searching. Click next when you're done.

Currently only showing courses most closely related to your search.
Stuck on a strange term? Check out the
v - b 4
Aspirational (82) Solid (125) Safe (56)
Top of your range the middle Az the botto
o =
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ng's College London, University of

Lonaon

A Level: A* AA

King's College London, Universit
London

AlLevel: A* AA

UCL (University College London)
AlLevel: A* AA

The University of Edinburgh
A Level: A* AA

The University of Edinbt
A Level: A* A A

University of Derby

AlLevel:B,BB

University of East Anglia UEA

Alevel: B,BB

University of East Anglia UEA
A Level: B,BB

University of Essex

A Level:B,BB

University of Essex
Alevel:BBB

UK universities (10 shortists)

B Durham University
Foundation year

# University of Sheffield
> Foundation year

Start >

University of Sheffield
Foundation year

B University of Reading
Foundation year

=

Using Unifrog




Get active - start your
Future Pathway research
now!

* Look at courses and apprenticeships available on UCAS now!

* Read — read books linked to your course subject or career of
interest. You will build knowledge and confirm your curiosity

* Speak — chat with your teachers, family and friends
* Visit universities for open days and taster days.

* Research websites. Read up on the course requirements, structure,
modules you will study, how you will be assessed.

* View and listen - Youtube videos of current students; podcasts,
current affairs news can keep you informed

* Attend - summer schools, subject taster days, lectures,
* Explore — gain insights via Work Experience and Placements.

Remember the more placements and opportunities you take, the
more you will stand out in your Personal Statement and/or
apprenticeship applications




Y12 Term 6

June/July

First Draft
Outline of

Personal
Statement
(on Unifrog)

Teacher’s
References
and grades

uploaded

UCAS accou
nt created -
DONE

The Basic UCAS Timeline for the next few crucial months...

Y12 Summer
Holiday

July-August

Personal
Statement
drafting
continues.

Opportunity
for reading,
activities to
improve PS.

Y13Term1 Half Term Y13 Term 2
Beginning of October- November-Early
September November December
Personal Students F'r?ausmg drafts
: intensively.
Statement prepare their
Second Draft final draft. STUDENTS MUST
handed in. COMPLETE
.IIIIIIIIIIII PERSONAL
. (EEC) L STATEMENT BY
1 Endof = EARLY DECEMBER
- September =
. . - Applications sent
= EAapplication before the holiday
: sent. : JESEEEEEEEER
m : m OXbI‘idge ™
" EAhavesatall = = Interviewsin |
= admissions . . Early »
i tests. ! = December. =
ke EEEEEEEESR ‘IIIIIIIIIII.




UCAS Personal Statement Changes & guidance

Purpose of change

* suits differing needs of subjects.(theoretical/applied/vocational e.g.
nursing/medicine need more work experience than English or History)

* Offers more flexibility

» Offers more structure to support students A s sy s e s sogr

PERSONAL STATEMENTS FOR 2026 ENTRY

ONWARDS

Explore this section

i
!

N at ure Of C h an ge For students applying to university for 2026 entry, the personal statement format will be changing. Here, we'll cover what exactly

is changing, why the changes are happening, and how you can support students

* Word count - still 4000 characters

&

e 3sections - minimum of 350 for each section

* Bereassured - it will be reviewed as a whole — no need to worry which box
you use.




New Format Personal
Statements

Three sections to help students persuade an admissions tutor that they

know about the course, are prepared for the course and for university life.

Question 1: Why do you want to study this course
or subject?

Question 2: How have your qualifications and
studies helped you to prepare for this course or
subject?

Question 3: What else have you done to prepare
outside of education, and why are these
experiences useful?

A / Applying / Applying to university / Writing your personal statement

2026 PERSONAL STATEMENT GUIDES




UCAS Predicted grades and references

Your predicted grades will be generated using the exams you have
just sat and the grades from your first examinations in year 13.

We will imagine you on your best possible day, with your best
possible paper and the best possible questions.

Your UCAS references are written by your teachers over the next few
weeks and the information we collect from you via the Microsoft
form we sent out at the beginning of the week will support your
teachers as they write your references.



What about Offers? Firm and Insurance

Firm Choice - Your most
preferred

*|f you meet the conditions of
the offer you will be placed
here

Insurance Choice - safe, good
second option

o|f you miss the grade
requirements of your Firm, you will
get this if you make the conditions
for it

e/n Most Cases: Lower Grade
Requirement than your Firm

When you have all your offers, you must choose two of them:




What are Contextual
Admissions?

Contextual admissions are when a university
considers the social, economic and other
barriers a student may face to entry.

Considerations may include:

The result of a contextual offer is often a

lower grade requirement, e.g. AAB rather * the schoolyou attend
than AAA. e where you live
e if money is tight at home
Such offers are given to ‘widen e if your parents went to university themselves
participation' in Higher Education * if you have beenin care

e if you have cared for a family member
e ecligible for Free School Meals



What should students be doing now?

e Research universities and courses.

e Supra curricular — go beyond the syllabus — what books
are you reading outside of your A-level subjects. Super-
curricular reading is crucial for Personal statement.

 What work experience have you got lined up?

 What summer schools or other opportunities have you
managed to secure?

* Increase your independence. Universities are looking for
driven and independent.

* Increase your responsibility: Be Proactive. Be on time.
Take responsibility for your grades.

* Focus on your A-Levels!



Student Finance

What is student finance for?
How is the amount calculated?
What are the terms of
repayment?

What about bursaries and other ) e
support? "

How and when do students

apply?




Funding university - Student Loans

Students must apply for finance by themselves: teachers are

not involved.

e Tuition Fee Loan: This money is to cover teaching and student
services costs. Your child’s fees are paid directly to the university
each term by Student Finance England.

e Maintenance Loan: This loan is to cover your child’s living costs.
Costs such accommodation (if living away from home), food,
transport and socialising. This will be paid into your child’s bank
account at the start of each term (usually September, January
and April).



....... LoanS fOr ].|V.|.r~|g CGStS (pe.r.year) ...... "'"*
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i | Paid directly into your bank account - % each term | ..




High cost per month Low cost per menth




Repayments

Linked to how much your child earns — not what they borrowed

Payments will be 9% of earnings above £25,000 (not the whole amount)

Interest is at Retail Price Index rate of inflation

After 40 years the government will write off the loan (regardless of amount paid back)



. -Additional support may be available to students with mental
- health'issues, long termillrniesses or any other disability




Student Funding — Scholarships and Bursaries

e Each university has its own funding package and eligibility criteria. It
could be based on previous academic achievement, financial need or
both.

e Look on the university’s website for further details of funding they offer
for undergraduate students.

* This money doesn’t have to be paid back!
e \We will actively help students to find scholarships.

Bursaries & Schclar'shuos

‘94(1
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Understanding
apprenticeships

Version 2: September 2024




What are apprenticeships?

Employed

=
s

Real

responsibilities
\ P ")

THE
_ASK _

Contract

Intermediate -

N\ 7 B
ity
Paid | Typically 1-6
aidasalary | | " years y
<
0%o0
o {5 0
0,0
Not the easy
700+ standards option




Apprenticeship levels range from lewvel
2 (imtermediate) through to level 7
(mMmaster's lewvel) in mMore than 1,500
different job roles.

There are four types of apprenticeship
= Intermediate (lewel 2)
o« Sclvanced (lewel )
= Higher (levels 4 and abowe)
« Degree (levels &6 - 7)

LE Advanced

LZ Intermediate

Intermediate apprenticeships
Imtermediate apprenticeships are
typically consideraed to be the same
level as five GCSE passes.

Imtermediate apprenticeships are a
fantastic way to get started with your
career in an entry level role withim an
organisation.

Apprenticeship:

Advanced apprenticeships

Acvanced apprenticeships arse
considerad to be the same level as two
or three A level passes. Many individuals
wihno have completed their A levels or
other level 3 gualifications will
undartake an advanced apprenticeship
as it will enable them to gain
experiencs in the workplace and
undertake a wvariety of different tashks.

Higher apprenticeships

Higher apprenticeships include
gualifications at levels 4 and abowve.
Theyw can be suitable for those looking
to progress from lewvel 3 gualifications,
including adwvanced apprenticeships
and T Lewvels.

Degree apprenticeships

Degrese apprenticeships are offered by
universities and other higher education
providers. They contain either a full
degres or degree-level qualification and
go up to master's level which is post-
graduate).

wWhich lewvel is right for you?

The type of apprenticeship undertaken
will depend on both the needs of the
employver and the job role as well as the
apprentice, their previous experience
and gualifications held.

¥our training provider will also be able
to guide you asto the most appropriate
lewe | for wou.



How do | choose the right apprenticeship for

me”?

WHICH APPRENTICESHIP AM 17 QUIZ

JANUARY 13, 2021

Which Apprenticeship Am I?

There are nearly 600 different apprenticeship standards across England,
which cover more than 1700 different job roles.

Can you guess which apprenticeship we are describing and match them up
to the correct answer?

If you see any apprenticeships you like the sound of, be sure to make a note

of them so you can research them later!

Start

CREATE YOUR OWN QUIZ Powered by ‘ Riddle

Quiz Maker - powered by Riddle
There are nearly 600 different apprenticeship standards across England, which cover more than 1700 different job roles.

Can you guess which apprenticeship we are describing and match them up to the correct answer?

A SUBSCRIBE )

INSPIRE ME!

To hear from
real apprentices,
explaining how
they found their
apprenticeship and what
they love most about their
job roles, scan the QR code
with yvour phone or visit:
amapps.ukfapprentice-
story-films




u‘ ........... Top 10 Employe-rs ..... *--~

-Jm.'.]c F&tnhay .




Common questions

Will | have fun as an apprentice?

What is a degree apprenticeship?

What kind of job could | be doing?

Which employers offer apprenticeships?

How do | apply for an apprenticeship?

How do | find an apprenticeship?

What are the different apprenticeship levels?

Are there any ‘green’ apprenticeships?

Is an apprenticeship a good choice for me?
Should | apply for more than one apprenticeship?

Where can | find out about apprenticeships?



L e Jack Petchey

. Apprenticeships - VSRV S

No debt at the end

. ‘Workexperience . - - ESSSEM Flexibility tochange of course: [N
i jobattheendofit i - EEEENEN - Great social life (freshers etc) - [EREREE
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Gap Years and Volunteering




Do you want to give back to communities
and learn new skills?

Do some research into volunteering
companies that can help you organise
placements. Some of the most well-known
ones are:

*International Citizen’s Service- if you’re a
student who has graduated with the NCS
programme, you get an automatic interview
with ICS!

*Go Abroad
*Inspire Worldwide

Remember volunteering can come with a
cost and organisations may require you to
fund raise



Useful Links

* Resources - Amazing Apprenticeships

e http://icould.com/

* https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/

* http://www.careerpilot.org.uk/info/your-choices-at-18

* http://www.ucas.com/

* http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk/



https://www.amazingapprenticeships.com/resources/?type=parents-packs#top-of-page
http://icould.com/
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/
http://www.careerpilot.org.uk/info/your-choices-at-18
http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk/
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Questions?

Ul Any



Future Pathway and UCAS Evening

I} Feedback
welcome
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